BWW Review: IKUMAGIALIIT Celebrates
Self-Exploration And Strength In The Face

Of Fear

by Isabella Perrone  Dec.16,2019

Presented as part of Harbourfront Centre's The Festival of Cool: Arctic, IKUMAGIALIIT
(Inuktitut for "those that need fire") is an experiential journey presented by a four
woman performance art band, who collectively go by the name Ikumagialiit. Made up
of Christine Tootoo, Cris Derksen, Laakkuluk Williamson Bathory and Jamie Criffiths, the
90-minute performance delves into their shared and individual experiences with their
culture and their work to combat fear and oppression, both individually and as a

community.
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Laakkuluk Williamson Bathory is part of Harbourfront Centre’s Festival of Cool: The Arctic, which focuses on languages, cultures and issues of lfe in the Arctic Circle.
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> Céline Dion
Watch this because: Her heart and her
voice go on.

Once upon a time in this fairy-tale story,
Dion wastheittle girlfrom Quebec with
thebig voice, vowing to bean interna-
tional star before age 30. Having beaten
that projection over two decades ago,
now she'ssinging that “Titanic” song of
hersina “Carpool Karaoke" session with
James Corden. The approach has re-
mained the same: she doesn't so much
sing ballads as she embodies them,
using that wondrousfive-octave range to
squeeze every last emotion out of them,
nomatter how trite, no matter how
many times you've heard it before. This
Couragetour, her first since the death of
husband and manager René Angélil and
her first shows here in over a decade),
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BAD DOG THEATRE

The cast of improv show “Toronto | Love You' invents stories based on the
audience’s favourite neighbourhoods and places.

(Scotiabank Arena, 40 Bay St, 730 p.m.,
also Tuesdayat 730 p.m.)
— Chris Young
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Watchthis if: You want to take your

two showsand an “open mic” night toa
Expectthe

your heart

THURSDAY

> Les Misérables: The Staged Concert
Watch this if: Jean Valjean's bad times
have always meant good times for you.

| What with Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber's

“Cats" back onstage in Toronto and soon
tobe onmovie screens, it was already
clear the mega-musicals of the '80sand
'90s were enjoyinga comeback. Now
comesthisspecial celebration of "Les
Misérables," the blockbuster adaptation
of Victor Hugo's classic novel abouta
poor schmuck whojust wants a crust of
bread. Last summer, producer Cameron
Mackintosh celebrated the show's 35th
year on London's West End witha con-
certversion featuring performers such
as Michael Ball, Matt Lucas and Alfie
Boe. Youtoo can mark the big birthday at
special presentations at five Cineplex
theatres inthe GTA. (Cineplex Scotia-
bank Theatre, Canada Square, Eglinton

sold-out .
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Handel's “Messiah"mightbe aclassic 10gue (“luliette,” “Americanarama," et — Jason Anderson
holiday tradition, but Soundstreamsis 3 delivered with a fairamount of dash
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The Arctic dedicates six days tothe
languages, cultures and issues of those:
wholive in the Arctic Circle, including
installations from Finland-based Sami
visual artist Marja Helander, Tingit-
Unangax artist Nicholas Galanin from
Alaska and

part of the magic. (The Drake Under-
ground, T50 Queen St. W, 8p.m, also
Wednesday and Thursday)

—m

that's never been seen before and never
will be again.
Ifit's possil

ci
existed, oris that "A Very Harold and
Kumar Christmas"? No matter: both

improv show, it'sthis one. Bad Dog Thea-
tre brings back one of itsbeloved for-
mats fora short run. Inspired by favou-

for the low cost of
nothing thanks to Hot Docs for the Holi-
days,a free series of seasonal faves that
Kicks off this weekend. The program
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quits after a12-year run. The foursome

— Carly Maga

herein Toronto, necessitating adding

Toronto, Actually." (Bad Dog Theatre,
875 Bloor St. W.,8 pm, on until Dec. 21)
M

g The Nut-
cracker” on Dec. 22and 26. (Hot Docs  (;
‘Ted Rogers Cinema, 506 Bloor St. W,
10:45am.)
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